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December 11, 2023
TO: All Candidates — City of Huntington General Election — May 4, 2024

FROM: Julie Davis, City Secretary
SUBJECT:  Initial Election Information Packet
Dear Sir or Madam:

This election information packet is intended to assist you by providing the forms you will need to
make application for candidacy in the City of Huntington General Election. An individual may
file for the race in the office of the City Secretary between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
from Wednesday, January 17, 2024 through Friday, February 16, 2024. In 2024 the following
positions will be elected:

City Council Members — two (2) positions
Mayoral Office

Enclosed in this packet are the following:

Application for Place to Appear on Official Ballot and Instructions
Candidate Requirements

Appointment of a Campaign Treasurer by a Candidate and Instructions
Publication on Political Advertising: What You Need to Know
Publication on Political Fundraising: What You Need to Know
Contact Information

Once your completed application packet has been received in our office other documentation
will be provided which will be helpful in running your campaign. Please keep in mind the duty
of the City Secretary is limited to accepting and preserving instruments filed and serves only as a
custodian of records for the benefit and convenience of the public. No one from this office
should be placed in a judgment situation regarding timeliness or sufficiency of reports filed. All
statements filed under Title 15 are open to public inspection.
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Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 936-238-7856, on my City cell at
936-240-0880, or via e-mail at jdavis@cityothuntington.org. Best of luck in the upcoming
election!

Sincerely,

Julie Davis
City Secretary
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APPLICATION FOR A PLACE ON THE BALLOT FOR A GENERAL ELECTION
FOR A CITY, SCHOOL DISTRICT OR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

ALLINFORMATION IS REQUIRED TO BE PROVIDED UNLESS IND.ICATED AS DPT‘lC)Nl!.L1 Failure to provide required information may result in rejection of application.
APPLICATION FOR A PLACE ON THE _City of Huntington GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT

TO: City Secretary/Secretary of Board {name of election)
| request that my name be placed on the above-named official ballot as a candidate for the office indicated below.

OFFICE SOUGHT (Include any place number or other distinguishing number, if any.} | INDICATE TERM
FULL D UNEXPIRED
FULL NAME (First, Middle, Last) PRINT NAME AS YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR ON THE BALLOT*

PERMANENT RESIDENCE ADDRESS (Do not include a P.Q, Box or Rural Route. If | PUBLIC MAILING ADDRESS {Optional} (Address for which you receive

you do not have a rasidence address, describe locaticn of residence.) campaign related correspondence, if available.)
cITy STATE 2Ip CITY STATE ZIp
PUBLIC EMAIL ADDRESS (Optional) (address for | OCCUPATION (Do not leave blank) DATE OF BIRTH VOTER REGISTRATION VUID
which you recelve campaign related emalls, If available.) NUMBER!? (Optional)
/ /
TELEPHONE CONTACT INFORMATION {Optional)
Home: Office: Cell:
FELONY CONVICTION STATUS (You MUST check one) LENGTH OF CONTINUQUS RESIDENCE AS OF DATE THiS APPLICATION WAS SWORN
El | have not been finally convicted of a felony. IN THE STATE OF TEXAS IN TERRITORY/DISTRICT/PRECINCT FROM
[] 1 have been finally convicted of a felony, but | have been WHICH THE OFFICE SOUGHT IS ELECTED
pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting —— vear(s) e Yerls)
disabilities of that felony conviction and | have provided th this)
proof of this fact with the submission of this application.? — month(s) o MeNthLS

*If using a nickname as part of your name to appear on the ballot, you are also signing and swearing to the following statements: | further swear that
my nickname does not constitute a slogan or contain a title, nor does it indicate a political, economic, social, or religious view or affiliation. | have
been commonly known by this nickname for at least three years prior to this election. Please review sections 52.031, 52.032 and 52.033 of the Texas
Election Code regarding the rules for how names may be listed on the official ballot.

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared {hame of candidate) ,wha
being by me here and now duly sworn, upon oath says:

“I, {name of candidate} ,of County, Texas,

being a candidate for the office of , swear that | will support and defend the Constitution and

laws of the United States and of the State of Texas. | am a citizen of the United States eligible to hold such office under the constitution and laws of
this state. | have not been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be totally mentally incapacitated or partially
mentally incapacitated without the right to vote. | am aware of the nepotism law, Chapter 573, Government Code. [ am aware that | must disclose
any prier felony conviction, and If so convicted, must provide proof that | have been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disabilities of
any such final fefony conviction. | am aware that knowingly providing false information on the application regarding my possible felony convictien
status constitutes a Class B misdemeanor. | further swear that the foregoing statements included in my application are in all things true and correct.”

X

SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE
Sworn to and subscribed before me this the day of , , by
{day} {month) {year) {name of candidate)
Signature of Officer Authorized to Administer Oath?* Printed Name of Officer Authorized to Administer Qath

Notarial or Official Seal

Title of Officer Authorized to Administer Oath
TO BE COMIPLETED BY FILING OFFICER: THIS APPLICATION 1S ACCOMPANIED BY THE REQUIRED FILING FEE {If Applicable) PAID BY:

[ cask [ creck Ll money oroer [ casHigrs cHeck or T pETITION IN LIEU OF A FILING FEE.
This document and § filing fee or a nominating petition of pages received, C Voter Registration Status Verified

/ / / / {See Section 1.007)
Date Received Date Accepted Sighature of Filing Officer or Desighee
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Section 141.031, Chapters 143 and 144, Texas Election Code
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INSTRUCTIONS

An application for a place on the general election for a city, school district or other political subdivision, may not be filed earlier
than 30 days before the deadline prescribed by this code for filing the application. An application filed before that day is void.
All fields of the application must be completed unless specifically marked optional.

For an election to be held on a uniform election date, the day of the filing deadline is the 78th day before Election Day.

If you have questions about the application, please contact the Secretary of State’s Elections Division at 800-252-8683.

NEPOTISM LAW

The candidate must sign this statement indicating his awareness of the nepotism law. When a candidate signs the application,
it is an acknowledgment that the candidate is aware of the nepotism law. The nepotism prohibitions of chapter 573,
Government Code, are summarized helow:

No officer may appoint, or vote for or confirm the appointment or employment of any person related within the second degree
by affinity (marriage) or the third degree by consanguinity (blood) to the officer, or to any other member of the governing body
or court an which the officer serves when the compensation of that person is to be paid out of public funds or fees of office.
However, nothing in the law prevents the appointment, voting for, or confirmation of anyone who has been continuously
employed in the office or employment for the following period prior to the election or appointment of the officer or member
related to the employee in the prohibited degree: six months, if the officer or member is elected at an election other than the
general election for state and county officers.

No candidate may take action to influence an employee of the office to which the candidate is seeking election or an employee
or officer of the governmental body to which the candidate is seeking election regarding the appointment or employment of
a person related to the candidate in a prohibited degree as noted above. This prohibition does not apply to a candidate’s
actions with respect to a bona fide class or category of employees or prospective employees.

FOOTNOTES
An application for a place on the ballot, including any accompanying petition, is public information immediately on its filing.

(Section 141.035, Texas Election Code)

%Inclusion of a candidate’s VUID is optional. However, many candidates are required to be registered voters in the territory
from which the office is elected at the time of the filing deadline. Please visit the Elections Division of the Secretary of State’s
website for additional information. http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/hb484-fag.shtml

3Proof of release from the resulting disabilities of a felony conviction would include proof of judicial clemency under Texas
Code of Criminal Procedure 42A.701, proof of executive pardon under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 48.01, or proof of a
restoration of rights under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 48.05. (Texas Attorney General Opinion KP-0251)

One of the following documents must be submitted with this application.

Judicial Clemency under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 42A.701

Executive Pardon under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 48.01

Restoration of Rights under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure 48.05

“All oaths, affidavits, or affirmations made within this State may be administered and a certificate of the fact given by a judge,
clerk, or commissioner of any court of record, a notary public, a justice of the peace, city secretary (for a city office), and the
Secretary of State of Texas. See Chapter 602 of the Texas Government Code for the complete list of persons authorized to
administer oaths.
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SOLICITUD DE INSCRIPCION PARA UN LUGAR EN LA BOLETA DE UNA ELECCION GENERAL
PARA UNA CIUDAD, DISTRITO ESCOLAR U OTRA SUBDIVISIGN POLITICA

TODA LA INFORMACION ES REQUERIDA A MENOS QUE SE INDIQUE COMO OPCIONAL! El hecho de no proparcionar la informacién requerida puede resultay en el rechazo de la solicitud.
SOLICITUD DE INSCRIPCION PARA UN LUGAR EN LA BOLETA DE UNA ELECCION GENERAL DE___ W ITY O HuNtington
Para: Secretario(a) de la Ciudad/ Secretario{a) del Consejo {nombre de la eleccidn)
Solicito que mi nombre se incluya en la boleta oficial mencionada anteriormente como candidatofa) al cargo indicado a continuacidn.
CARGO SOLICITADO (Incluya cualguier nimero de cargo u otro niimero distintivo, si | INDIQUE TERMING

lo hay. p P
o hay) TERMING COMPLETO D TERMINO INCOMPLETO
NOMBRE COMPLETO {Primer Nombre, Segundo Nombre, Apellido) ESCRIBA SU NOMBRE COMO DESEA QUE APAREZCA EN LA BOLETA*

DIRECCION DE RESIDENCIA PERMANENTE (No incluya un apartado postal o | DIRECCION DE CORREO PUBLICO {Opcional) (Direccion en la que recibala
una ruta rural. $i usted no tiene una direccldn de residencia, describa la ubicacién | correspondencia relacionada con la campaBia, si esta disponible.}
de |z residencia.}

CiUDAD ESTADO CODIGO POSTAL CIUDAD ESTADO CODIGO POSTAL
DIRECCION DE CORREO ELECTRONICO PUBLICO OCUPACION {No deje este | FECHA DE NACIMIENTO | YUID — NUMERO UNICO BE
(Opcional) (Direccldn dende rectbe correo electrénico espacio en blanco) IDENTIFICACION DE VOTANTE?
relacionade con la campafia, si estd disponible.) / / {Opcional}
INFORMACION DE CONTACTO TELEFONICO {Opcional)
Hogar: Trabajo; Celular:
ESTADCQ DE CONDENA POR DELITO GRAVE {DEBE marcar una) DURACION DE RESIDENCIA CONTINUA A PARTIR DE LA FECHA EN QUE ESTA
SOLICITUD FUE JURADA
] Mo he sido finalmente condenado por un delito grave, EN EL ESTADO DE TEXAS EN EL TERRITORIO/DISTRITO/PRECINTO
. . . DEL CUAL SE ELIGE EL CARGO BUSCADO

[l Hesido finalmente condenado por un delito grave, pero he sido afio(s) afiols)

indultado o liberado de otro modo de |as discapacidades — -

resultantes de esa condena por delito grave y he preporcionado __ mes{es) __mes{es}

prueba de este hecho con la presentacion de esta solicitud.?

*$l usa un apodo coma parte de su nombre para aparecer en la boleta, también estd firmando y jurando las siguientes declaraciones: Jure ademds que mi apodo
no censtituye un lema ni contiene un titule, ni indica un punto de vista o afillacién politica, econdmica, social o religiosa. He sido cominmente conocido por
este apodo durante al menos tres afios antes de esta eleccién. Por favor, ravise las secciones 52.031, 52.032 y 52.033 del Codigo Electoral de Texas con respecto
a las reglas sobre cdmo se pueden incluir los nombres en la boleta oficial.

Ante mi, la autoridad abajo firmante, en este dfa aparecid personalmente (nombre del candidato) , quien estando
a mi lado aqui y ahora debidamente juramentado, bajo juramento dice:

Yo, (nombre del candidato} , del condado de

Texas, siendo candidato para el carge de , juro que apoyaré y defenderé la Constitucidn vy las leyes de los

Estados Unidos y del Estado de Texas. Soy un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos elegible para ocupar dicho cargo segtin la Constitucion y las leyes de este estado.
No se me ha determinade por un fallo final de una certe que gjerce la jurisdiccidn testamentaria que esté totalmente incapacitado mentalmente o parcialmente
incapacitado sin derecho & voto. Soy consciente de la ley de nepatismao segun el Capltulo 573 del Cédigo de Gobierno. Soy consciente de que debo divulgar
cualguier condena previa de un delito grave v, si he sido condenade, debo proporcionar prueba de que he sido indultade o liberado de otro mado de las
discapacidades resultantes de dicha condena final por delito grave. Soy consciente de qua proporcionar a sabiendas informacian falsa en [a sollcitud con respecto
a mi posible estado de condena por delito grave constituye un delite menor de Clase B. Juro ademds que las declaraciones anteriores incluidas en mi solicitud
son, en todos los aspectos, verdaderas y corractas.”
X

FIRMA DEL CANDIDATO
Jurado y suscrito ante mi este dia de del por
(dia) {mes) (afio) {(nombre de candidato)
Firma del oficial autorizado para administrar el juramento* Nombre del oficial auterizado para administrar juramentos

eh letra de molde
Notarial o sello oficia

Titulo del oficial autorizado para administrar el juramento
TO BE COMPLETED BY FILING OFFICER: THIS APPLICATION IS ACCOMPANIED BY THE REQUIRED FILING FEE (i Applicable) PAID BY:

[ cast [ eneck [ money oroer [ castiers creck or [ PETITION IN LIEU OF A FILING FEE.
This decument and $ filing fee or a nominating petition of pages received. ] Voter Registration Status Verified

/ / / / (See Section 1.007)
Date Received Date Accepted Signature of Filing Officer or Designee
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INSTRUCCIONES

Una solicitud para un lugar en la eleccién general para una ciudad, distrito escolar u otra subdivision politica, no puede ser
presentada antes de los 30 dias antes de la fecha limite prescrita por este codigo para presentar la solicitud. Una solicitud
presentada antes de ese dia es nula. Todos los campos de la solicitud deben completarse a menos que estén especificamente
marcados como opcional.

Para una eleccidn que se lleve a cabo en una fecha de eleccidn uniforme, el dia de la fecha limite de presentacion es el 78 dia
antes del dia de la eleccion.

Si tiene preguntas sobre la solicitud, por favor pdngase en contacto con la Division de Elecciones del Secretario de Estado
llamando al 800-252-8683.

LEY DE NEPOTISMO

El candidato debe firmar esta declaracién indicando su conocimiento de la ley del nepotismo. Cuando un candidato firma la
solicitud, es un reconocimiento de que el candidato conoce la ley del nepotismo. Las prohibiciones de nepotismo del capitulo
573, Cddigo de Gobierno, se resumen a continuacion:

Ningtn funcionario puede nombrar, votar o confirmar el nombramiento o empleo de cualquier persona emparentada dentro
del segundo grado por afinidad (matrimonio) o del tercer grado por consanguinidad (sangre) con si mismo, o con cualquier
otro miembro del 6rgano de gobierno o corte en el que se desempefia cuando la compensacion de esa persona debe pagarse
con fondos publicos o honorarios del cargo. Sin embargo, nada en la ley impide el nombramiento, la votacién o la confirmacién
de cualquier persona que haya estado empleada continuamente en la oficina o el empleo durante el periodo siguiente antes
de la eleccion o el nombramiento del funcionario o miembro emparentado con el empleado en el grado prohibido: seis meses,
si el funcionario o miembro es elegido en una eleccién que no sea la eleccion general para funcionarios estatales y del condado.

Ningln candidato puede tomar medidas para influir en un empleado del cargo al que aspira a ser elegido o en un empleado o
funcionario del organismo gubernamental al que aspira a ser elegido en relacién con el nombramiento o el empleo de una
persona emparentada con el candidato en un grado prohibido, tal como se ha indicado anteriormente. Esta prohibicidn no se
aplica a las acciones de un candidato con respecto a una clase o categoria de buena fe de empleados o empleados prospectos.

NOTAS

'Una solicitud para un lugar en la boleta electoral, incluida cualquier peticién que la acompafe, es informacion publica
inmediatamente después de su presentacién. (Seccidn 141.035, Cddigo Electoral de Texas)

2Lainclusién del numero Unico de identificacion de votante (VUID, por sus siglas en Ingles) es opcional. Sin embargo, a muchos
candidatos se les exige que estén registrados como votantes en el territorio desde el cual se elige el cargo en el momento de
la fecha limite de presentacidn. Por favor, visite el sitio web de la Division de Elecciones de la Secretaria de Estado para obtener
informacién adicional. http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/hb484-fag.shtml

3La prueba de liberacién de las discapacidades resultantes de una condena por un delito grave incluiria prueba de clemencia
judicial segun el Cédigo de Procedimiento Penal de Texas 42A.701, prueba de indulto ejecutivo segln el Cédigo de
Procedimiento Penal de Texas 48.01, o prueba de una restauracion de derechos segtn el Cadigo de Procedimiento Penal de
Texas 48.05. (Opinidn de Fiscal General de Texas KP-0251)

Se debe enviar uno de los siguientes documentos con esta solicitud:

Clemencia judicial segin el Cédigo de Procedimiento Penal de Texas 42A.701

Prueba de indulto ejecutivo segun el Cédigo de Procedimiento Penal de Texas 48.01

Prueba de una restauracion de derechos segtin el Codigo de Procedimiento Penal de Texas 48.05

*Todos lo los juramentos, declaraciones juradas o afirmaciones hechas dentro de este estado pueden ser administrados y un
certificado del hecho dado por un juez, secretario(a) o comisionado de cualquier corte de registro, un notario publico, un juez
de paz, secretario municipal (para una oficina de la ciudad) y el Secretario de Estado de Texas. Consulte el Capitulo 602 del
Codigo del Gobierno de Texas para obtener la lista completa de personas autorizadas a administrar juramentos.



Candidate Requirements

To run for office in a municipality, the State of Texas mandates the following requirements be
met:

Mayor:

e Residence — One (1) year in the State prior to the filing deadline; One (1) year in city
prior to election day.

e Age - Eighteen (18)

* Must be a registered voter in the territory elected from by the filing deadline.

Council Member or Alderman:

¢ Residence - One (1) year in the State prior to the filing deadline; six (6) months in
the city prior to the filing deadline (Texas Election Code, Section 141.00(a); Brown v.
Patterson, 609 SW 2™ 287)

¢ Age - Eighteen (18)

e Must be a registered voter in the territory elected from by the filing deadline.

Further requirements for ail positions are as follows:

¢ The candidate must be a United States Citizen; must be 18 years of age or older on the
first day of the term to be filled at election;

¢ Must not have been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate
jurisdiction to be (a) totally mentally incapacitated, or (b) partially mentally
incapacitated without the right to vote;

¢ Must not have been finally convicted of a felony from which the person has not been
pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disabilities.

Julie Davis
City Secretary



APPOINTMENT OF A CAMPAIGN TREASURER
BY A CANDIDATE

FORM CTA

PG 1

See CTA Instruction Guide for detailed instructions,

1 Total pages fllad:

2 CANDIDATE
NAME

MS /MRS /MR

FIRST

Ml

OFFICE USE ONLY

NIGKNAME

LAST

SUFFIX

Fller I3 #

3 CANDIDATE
MAILING
ADDRESS

ADDRESS /PO BOX;

APT { SUITE #

CITY;

STATE; ZiP CODE

Date Recalved

4 CANDIDATE
PHONE

AREA CODRE

¢ )

PHONE NUMBER

EXTENSION

Dats Hand-dallvered or Postmarked

Receipt #

Amount §

8 OFFICE
HELD
{if any)

Dete Processed

Date Imaged

6 OFFICE
SOUGHT

(if known)

7 CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
NAME

MSIMRS/MR

FIRST

Ml

MICKNAME.

LAST

SUFFIX

& CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
STREET
ADDRESS

{residence or business)

STREET ADDRESS;

APT I SUITE #,

CITY,

STATE;

ZIP COBE

9 CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
PHONE

AREA CQDE

¢ )

PHONE NUMBER

EXTENSICN

10 CANDIDATE
SIGNATURE

I am aware of the Nepotism Law, Chapter 573 of the Texas Government Code,

| am aware of my responsibility to file timely reporis as required by title 15 of
the Election Code,

lam aware of the restrictions in title 156 of the Election Code on contributions
from corporations and labor organizations.

Signature of Candidate

Date Sighed

GO TO PAGE 2

Forms provided by Texas Ethics Commission

www.athics,state.tx.us

Revised 1/1/2023



CANDIDATE MODIFIED Form CTA
REPORTING DECLARATION PG 2

11 CANDIDATE
NAME

Ll E COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF YOU ARE

DECLARATION CHOOSING MODIFIED REPORTING

*» This declaration must be filed no later than the 30th day before
the first election to which the declaration applies.

== The modified reporting option is valid for one election cycle only. =
{An election cycle includes a primary election, a general election, and any related runoffs.)

*= Candidates for the office of state chair of a political party
may NOT choose modified reporting. ==

| do not intend to accept more than $1,010 in political contributions or
make more than $1,010 in political expenditures (excluding filing fees)
in connection with any future election within the election cycle. |
understand that if either one of those limits is exceeded, | will be
required to file pre-election reports and, if necessary, a runoff
report.

Year of election(s) or election cycle to Signature of Candidate
which declaration applies

This appointment is effective on the date it is filed with the appropriate filing authority.

TEC Filers may send this form to the TEC electronically at treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us
or mail to
Texas Ethics Commission
P.O. Box 12070
Austin, TX78711-2070

Non-TEC Filers must file this form with the local filing authority
DONOT SEND TO TEC

For more information about where to file go to:
https://www_ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/QuickFileAReport.php

Forms provided by Texas Ethics Commission www.ethics.state.tx.us Revised 1/1/2023




POLITICAL ADVERTISING
What You Need to Know

The Texas Election Code requires certain disclosures and notices on political advertising. The
law also prohibits certain types of misrepresentation in political advertising and campaign
communications. This brochure explains what you need to know to insure that your political
advertising and campaign communications comply with the law.

If you are not sure what the law requires, do the cautious thing. Use the political advertising
disclosure statement whenever you think it might be necessary, and do not use any possibly
misleading information in political advertising or a campaign communication. If you are using
political advertising or campaign communications from a prior campaign, you should check to
see if the law has changed since that campaign.

Candidates for federal office should check with the Federal Election Commission at (800) 424-
9530 for information on federal political advertising laws.

NOTICE: This guideis intended only as a general overview of the
disclosure statements that must appear on political advertising as required under
Chapter 255 of the Election Code, which is distinct from political reporting
requirements under Chapter 254 of the Election Code.

Texas Ethics Commission
P.O. Box 12070
Austin, Texas 78711-2070

(512) 463-5800
TDD (800) 735-2989

Visit us at www.ethics.state.tx.us.

Revised July 16, 2019



Political Advertising—What You Need to Know

REQUIRED DISCL.OSURE ON POLITICAL ADVERTISING
1. What Is Political Advertising?

The disclosure statement and notice requirements discussed in this section apply to “political
advertising.” In the law, “political advertising” is a specifically defined term. Do not confuse this
special term with your own common-sense understanding of advertising.

To figure out if a communication is political advertising, you must look at what it says and where
it appears. If a communication fits in one of the categories listed in Part A (below) and if it fits in
one of the categories listed in Part B (below), it is political advertising.

Part A. What Daoes It Say?

. Political advertising includes communications supporting or opposing a candidate for
nomination or election to either a public office or an office of a political party (including
county and precinct chairs).

2. Political advertising includes communications supporting or opposing an officeholder, a
political party, or a measure (a ballot proposition).

Part B. Where Does It Appear?

1. Political advertising includes communications that appear in pamphlets, circulars, fliers,
billboards or other signs, bumper stickers, or similar forms of written communication,

2. Political advertising includes communications that are published in newspapers, magazines,
or other periodicals in return for consideration.

3. Political advertising includes communications that are broadcast by radio or television in
return for consideration.

4. Political advertising includes communications that appear on an Internet website.
11. When Is a Disclosure Statement Required?

The law provides that political advertising that contains express advocacy is required to include a
disclosure statement. The person who causes the political advertising to be published,
distributed, or broadcast is responsible for including the disclosure statement,

The law does not define the term “express advocacy.” However, the law does provide that
polittcal advertising 1s deemed to contain express advocacy if it is authorized by a candidate, an
agent of a candidate, or a political committee filing campaign finance reports. Therefore, a
disclosure statement is required any time a candidate, a candidate’s agent, or a political
committee authorizes political advertising.

Texas Ethics Commission Page 1 Revised 07/16/2019



Political Advertising—What Yeu Need to Know

The precise language of political advertising authorized by someone other than a candidate, the
candidate’s agent, or a political committee will determine if the advertising contains express
advocacy and is therefore required to include a disclosure statement. Generally, the question is
whether the communication expressly advocates the election or defeat of an identified candidate,
or expressly advocates the passage or defeat of a measure, such as a bond election. The inclusion
of words such as “vote for,” “elect,” “support,” “defeat,” “reject,” or “Smith for Senate” would
clearly constitute express advocacy, but express advocacy is not limited to communications that
use those words. Similar phrases, such as “Cast your ballot for X,” would also constitute express
advocacy. Additionally, in 2007, the United States Supreme Court held that an advertisement
included express advocacy or its functional equivalent “if the ad is susceptible to no reasonable
interpretation other than as an appeal to vote for or against a specific candidate.” FEC v. Wis.
Right to Life, Inc., 551 U.S. 449 (2007). It is a question of fact whether a particular
communication constitutes express advocacy. If you are not sure whether political advertising
contains express advocacy, do the cautious thing and include the disclosure statement. That way,
there is no need to worry about whether you have violated the law.

Remember: The concept of “express advocacy” is relevant in determining whether political
advertising is required to include a disclosure statement. However, the political advertising laws
governing the right-of-way notice, misrepresentation, and use of public funds by political
subdivisions will apply to political advertising regardless of whether the advertising contains
express advocacy.

ITI. What Should the Disclosure Statement Say?
A disclosure statement must include the following:

1. the words “political advertising” or a recognizable abbreviation such as “pol. adv.”; and

2. the full name of one of the following: (a) the person who paid for the political advertising; (b) the
political committee authorizing the political advertising; or (¢} the candidate or specific-purpose
committee supporting the candidate, if the political advertising is authorized by the candidate.

The disclosure statement must appear on the face of the political advertising or be clearly spoken
if the political advertising is audio only and does not include written text.

The advertising should not be attributed to entities such as “Committee to Elect John Doe” unless a
specific-purpose committee named “Committee to Elect John Doe” has filed a campaign treasurer
appointment with the Ethics Commission or a local filing authority.

IV. Are There Any Exceptions to the Disclosure Statement Requirement?

The following types of political advertising do not need the disclosure statement;

1. t-shirts, balloons, buttons, emery boards, hats, lapel stickers, small magnets, pencils, pens,
pins, wooden nickels, candy wrappers, and similar materials;

2. invitations or tickets to political fundraising events or to events held to establish support for a
candidate or officeholder;
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3. an envelope that is used to transmit political advertising, provided that the political
advertising in the envelope includes the disclosure statement;

4. circulars or fliers that cost in the aggregate less than $500 to publish and distribute;

5. political advertising printed on letterhead stationery, if the letterhead includes the name of
one of the following: (a) the person who paid for the advertising, (b) the political committee
authorizing the advertising, or, (c) the candidate or specific-purpose committee supporting
the candidate, if the political advertising is authorized by the candidate. (Note: There is also
an exception for holiday greeting cards sent by an officeholder, provided that the
officeholder’s name and address appear on the card or the envelope.)

6. postings or re-postings on an Internet website if the person posting or re-posting is not an
officeholder, candidate, or political committee and did not make an expenditure exceeding
$100 in a reporting period for political advertising beyond the basic cost of hardware
messaging software and bandwidth;

7. an Internet social media profile webpage of a candidate or officeholder, if the webpage
clearly and conspicuously displays the full name of the candidate or officeholder; and

8. postings or re-postings on an Internet website if the advertising is posted with a link to a
publicly viewable Internet webpage that either contains the disclosure statement or is an
Internet social media profile webpage of a candidate or officeholder that clearly and
conspicuously displays the candidate’s or officeholder’s full name.

V. What Should I Do If I Discover That My Political Advertising Does Not Contain a
Disclosure Statement?

The law prohibits a person from using, causing or permitting to be used, or continuing to use
political advertising containing express advocacy if the person knows it does not include the
disclosure statement. A person is presumed to know that the use is prohibited if the Texas Ethics
Commission notifies the person in writing that the use is prohibited. If you receive notice from
the Texas Ethics Commission that your political advertising does not comply with the law, you
should stop using it immediately.

If you learn that a political advertising sign designed to be seen from the road does not contain a
disclosure statement or contains an inaccurate disclosure statement, you should make a good
faith attempt to remove or correct those signs that have been distributed. You are not required to
attempt to recover other types of political advertising that have been distributed with a missing or
inaccurate disclosure statement.

VI. The Fair Campaign Practices Act.

The Fair Campaign Practices Act sets out basic rules of decency, honesty, and fair play to be
followed by candidates and political committees during a campaign. A candidate or political
committee may choose to subscribe to the voluntary code by signing a copy of the code and
filing 1t with the authority with whom the candidate or committee is required to file its campaign
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treasurer appointment. A person subscribing to the code may indicate that fact on political
advertising by including the following or a substantially similar statement:

(Name of the candidate or political committee, as appropriate) subscribes to the
Code of Fair Campaign Practices.

VII. Special Notice to Political Subdivisions and School Districts.

You may not use public funds or resources for political advertising. Please see our “Publications
and Guides” section of our website for more information.

ROAD SIGNS
I. When Is the “Right-Of-Way” Notice Required?

All written political advertising that is meant to be seen from a road must carry a “right-of-way”
notice. It is a criminal offense to omit the “right-of-way” notice in the following circumstances:

. 1. if you enter into a contract or agreement to print or make written political advertising meant
to be seen from a road; or

2. if you instruct another person to place the written political advertising meant to be seen from
a road.

II. What Should the “Right-Of-Way” Notice Say?
Section 259.001 of the Texas Election Code prescribes the exact language of the notice:

NOTICE: IT IS A VIOLATION OF STATE LAW (CHAPTERS 392 AND 393,
TRANSPORTATION CODE) TO PLACE THIS SIGN IN THE RIGHT-OF-
WAY OF A HIGHWAY,

IIL. Do Yard Signs Have to Have the “Right-Of-Way” Notice?

Yes. The “right-of-way” notice requirement applies to signs meant to be seen from any road. The
notice requirement assures that a person responsible for placing signs is aware of the restriction
on placing the sign in the right-of-way of a highway.

IV. What About Bumper Stickers?

Bumper stickers do not need the “right-of-way” notice. They do, however, need a political
advertising disclosure statement.

V. Where May I Place My Signs and How Long May Signs Be Posted?
For information about exactly where you may or may not place signs, or for information

regarding the length of time your signs may be posted, check with your city or county
government or your homeowner’s association. The Texas Ethics Commission does not have
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jurisdiction over matters involving the location of signs, and the length of time that they may be
posted.

MISREPRESENTATION

I. Are There Restrictions on the Contents of Political Advertising?

Political advertising and campaign communications may not misrepresent a person’s identity or
official title, nor may they misrepresent the true source of the advertising or communication. The
election law does not address other types of misrepresentation in political advertising or
campaign communications.

Note that the misrepresentation rules apply to both political advertising and campaign
communications. “Campaign communication” is a broader term than “political advertising.”

A “campaign communication” means “a written or oral communication relating to a campaign
for nomination or election to public office or office of a political party or to a campaign on a
measure.”

II. Misrepresentation of Office Title.

A candidate may not represent that he or she holds an office that he or she does not hold at the
time of the representation. If you are not the incumbent in the office you are seeking, you
must make it clear that you are seeking election rather than reclection by using the word
“for” to clarify that you don’t hold that office. The word “for” must be at least one-half the
type size as the name of the office and should appear immediately before the name of the office.
For example, a non-incumbent may use the following formats:

John Doee
For
Attorney General

Vote John Doe
for Attorney General

A non-incumbent may not be allowed to use the following verbiage:

Elect John Doe John Doe
Attorney General Attorney General
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II1. Misrepresentation of Identity or Source.

A person violates the law if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an
election, the person misrepresents the source of political advertising or a campaign
communication or if the person misrepresents his or her own identity or the identity of his or her
agent in political advertising or in a campaign communication. (If someone else is doing
something for you, that person is your agent.) For example, you may not take out an ad in favor
of your opponent that purports to be sponsored by a notoriously unpopular group.

IV. Use of State Seal.

Only current officeholders may use the state seal in political advertising.

V. Criminal Offenses.

Be aware that many violations of the Election Code are criminal offenses. For example,
unlawfully using public funds for political advertising can be a Class A misdemeanor. So can

misrepresenting one’s identity or office title in political advertising. For more details on these
offenses and political advertising in general, see Chapter 255 of the Election Code.
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Fundraising Events

Rule No. 1

File a Campaign Treasurer
Appointment

All candidates must file a campaign treasurer appointment with the proper filing authority
before accepting a campaign contribution or making or authorizing a campaign expenditure,
including an expenditure from personal funds.

All political committees must file a campaign treasurer appointment before accepting or
spending over $940$930, and additional requirements may also apply.

Rule No. 2
No Raffles

Texas law allows only certain charitable and nonprofit organizations to conduct raffles to
support their charitable causes. An unlawful raffle may constitute illegal gambling, which may
carry criminal penalties.

For more information see: rexasattorneveeneral.gov/divisions/financial-litieation/charitable-
trusts/charitable-raffles-and-casinopoker-nights on the Office of the Attorney General’s
website.

Rule No. 3

No Cash Contributions
Over $100

Texas law prohibits a candidate, officeholder, or specific-purpose committee from accepting
political contributions in cash (excluding checks) that in the aggregate exceed $100 from a
single contributor in a reporting period.
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Rule No. 4

Auction Activity
is Reportable

Donations to a candidate or political committee at a fundraiser are campaign contributions.

An item donated to be auctioned at a fundraiser is an “in-kind” campaign contribution. The
purchase of the item at the auction is also a contribution. Both the item and the purchase price
must be reported as political contributions,

Rule No. 5

No Anonymous Contributions

Texas law requires filers to know the name of each contributor and the amount of each
contribution, even for small contributions. Do not “pass the hat” or use a contribution jar.
Depending on the filer and the amount of the contribution, additional information may be
required.

Rule No. 6

No Contributions from
Corporations or Labor
Organizations

Texas law prohibits corporations and labor organizations from making political contributions to
candidates, officeholders, and related specific-purpose committees. Contributions to GPACs
are also restricted. Limited exceptions also exist.

The prohibition also applies to other organizations, such as partnerships and limited liability
companies (LLC), if they are owned by a corporation or include an incorporated member or
partoer.

Rule No. 7

No Contributions from
Foreign Nationals

The Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) prohibits certain foreign nationals from
contributing, donating, or spending funds in connection with any federal, state, or local election
in the U.S,, either directly or indirectly. It is also unlawful to help foreign nationals violate that
ban or to solicit, receive, or accept contributions or donations from them.
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Rule No. 8

No Misuse of Government
Property to Campaign

Chapter 39 of the Penal Code prohibits a public servant from using government property,
services, personnel, or any other thing of value belonging to the government to obtain a
benefit or to harm or defraud another. The commission has held that the use of state
computers to prepare campaign finance reports, or to use state resources to gather information
for a campaign fundraiser, constitutes a misuse of government property.

Texas Ethics Commission
P.O. Box 12070
Austin, Texas 78711-2070
(512) 463-5800

Note: This brochure is not intended to encompass all the rules, but is intended to give a broad
overview of the most common questions involving fundraisers. Be sure to check with the Texas
Ethics Commission and your local municipality for any additional limits that might apply.

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, the publications of the Texas Ethics
Commission are available by request in alternative formats. To request an accessible format, please
contact our ADA Compliance Officer by telephone at 512-463-5800 or through RELAY Texas at
800-735-2989; or by mail in care of the Texas Ethics Commission, P.Q, Box 12070, Austin, Texas
78711.

The Texas Ethics Commission is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate in
providing services or employment.

Copies of this publication have been distributed in accordance with the State Depository Law and
are available for public use through the Texas State Publications Depository Program at the Texas
State Library and other state depository libraries.
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Contact Information

City of Huntington

Julie Davis — City Secretary
PO Box 349
Huntington, TX 75949
936-238-7856 (office) 936-240-0880 (cell)
jdavis@cityofhuntington.org

County Elections Administrator

Terri Jordan
Lufkin, TX 75902-1343
936-671-5117
tjiordan@angelinacounty.net

Texas Ethics Commission

PO Box 12070, Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711-2070
800-325-8506
www.ethics.state.tx.us

Secretary of State

Elections Division
PO Box 12060
Austin, TX 78711-2060
800-252-8683
Www.sos.state.tx.us/elections




